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INTRODUCTION 

The City of Flowood, in partnership with the Rankin County Board of Supervisors and 
the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), proposes the construction of 
a new primary roadway located in the central area of Flowood and Rankin County. 
The proposed roadway alignment is illustrated on the General Location Map (Exhibit 
1). 

This new, four-lane corridor—designated as Fannye Cook Parkway (FCP)—would 
establish a direct connection between MS Highway 25 and Old Fannin Road. The 
roadway is named in honor of Fannye A. Cook, a pioneering figure in Mississippi's 
conservation history and namesake of the adjacent Fannye Cook Natural Area. 
Upon completion, this natural area will become the largest urban natural area in the 
state, surpassing Central Park in size by a factor of three. 

In addition to FCP, the project includes secondary connector roadways extending 
from FCP to Lakeland Drive at Treetops Boulevard and to Spillway Road at the 
northern terminus. Portions of the primary and secondary roadways will run within or 
along the boundary of the Fannye Cook Natural Area, as shown in (Exhibit 2). 

The City of Flowood is situated in central Mississippi, bordered by the Pearl River and 
the City of Jackson to the west, Rankin County to the north and east, and the City of 
Pearl to the south. MS Highway 25 extends from I-55 northward to the Tennessee 
state line, providing connectivity between Jackson and major cities such as 
Louisville, Starkville (home to Mississippi State University), and Columbus (Exhibit 
3). Within Flowood, the portion of MS Highway 25 from MS Highway 471 to I-55 is 
referred to as Lakeland Drive for the purposes of this document. 

Lakeland Drive serves as the principal east-west arterial through Flowood, carrying 
an average daily traffic (ADT) volume of approximately 45,000 vehicles (2022). As a 
Principal Arterial, it functions to move traffic efficiently between collector roads, 
freeways, and urban centers. Over the past 25–30 years, Lakeland Drive has become 
a critical corridor for residents, commuters from surrounding counties (Rankin, 
Madison, Hinds, Scott, and Leake), commercial traffic, and regional travelers. Due to 
extensive growth in the region and limited access to I-55 and downtown Jackson, this 
segment has become one of the most heavily congested corridors in the state. 

The proposed Fannye Cook Parkway would also include enhancements to the 
intersection of Liberty Road/Airport Road and Lakeland Drive. The route will extend 
northward along an expanded Liberty Road, then curve along the boundary of the 
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Fannye Cook Natural Area behind existing residential areas, ultimately connecting to 
Old Fannin Road near the intersection of Vernon Jones Avenue and Farmington 
Boulevard. Old Fannin Road, which also carries Principal Arterial classification, had 
an ADT of 30,000 vehicles in 2022. Additional connector roadways, illustrated in 
Exhibit 2, will provide further linkages to other key thoroughfares in the area. 

To promote multi-modal transportation, multi-purpose trails are proposed along 
both sides of the new roadways. These trails will range from 8 to 10 feet wide, 
separated from vehicular lanes by an 8- to 10-foot landscaped buffer. The trails will 
connect with existing pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, thereby enhancing and 
expanding the regional trail network across multiple jurisdictions in alignment with 
local master plans. 

The City of Flowood was awarded $3,500,000 in funding for this project by the 
Mississippi State Legislature during the 2024 legislative session. Letters of support 
from various local agencies are included in Appendix A. 
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PUBLIC BENEFIT & IMPACT 

The Fannye Cook Parkway and the new associated roadways that are proposed will 
provide the public with numerous benefits once completed.  As stated previously, 
the relief to traffic congestion provided by this project will not only impact the citizens 
of Flowood but also residents of Hinds, Rankin, Madison, Scott, Leake, and other 
surrounding counties.  Users will have shorter travel distances or travel times, 
reduced vehicular operating costs, spend less time in their vehicles each day, while 
the project also improves safety on all the surrounding roadways, and generally 
makes travel through this corridor more convenient. 

 

Old Fannin Road is at or close to its maximum capacity and has numerous un-
controlled access points.  At peak traffic times, these uncontrolled access points are 
very dangerous for travelers.  To gain access to Old Fannin Road often requires Old 
Fannin Road motorists to stop traffic and allow other motorists to “cut in”.  As Old 
Fannin Road is a 5-lane roadway, this can be very dangerous and the cause of 
vehicular accidents. 

An additional benefit is the fact that the roadway can be constructed with minimum 
impact to traffic during construction.  Roadway construction projects can of course 
take years to complete, and performing roadway construction under traffic 
conditions increases construction time, increases costs, is much more dangerous 
for the construction workers, and is a major inconvenience for the public traveling 
these roadways throughout construction. 

As mentioned in the introduction, the project is proposing multi-purpose trails along 
each side of the newly constructed roadways.  The City of Flowood is currently 
planning a multi-purpose trail that will connect to the trails along East Metro 
Parkway, run under Lakeland Drive and tie to the existing trail along Liberty Road.  The 
trails installed along FCP will provide a connection that would provide pedestrians 
with a continuous path from the City of Brandon through the City of Flowood to the 
City of Ridgeland and the trails around the Ross-Barnett Reservoir.  This would be a 
great benefit to the citizens of Rankin and Madison County.  Currently, Old Fannin 
Road has bike lanes striped out within the paved roadway section providing 
pedestrians access along Old Fannin Road to Spillway Road.  These bike lanes do not 
connect directly to the trail along Liberty Road and can be very dangerous for the 
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users due to their proximity to the adjacent traffic.  Sadly, there have been fatal 
accidents involving users of the Old Fannin Road bike paths in the past so minimizing 
the use of these paths and less traffic on this road would greatly benefit the public. 
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TRAFFIC STUDY & PROJECTED IMPACTS 

As previously noted, Lakeland Drive is among the most congested corridors in the 
State of Mississippi. From 1990 to 2010, Rankin County experienced a population 
increase of 62.5%, while the City of Flowood saw an even more dramatic growth 
of 173.5%. Although growth rates moderated between 2010 and the present—rising 
by 15% in Rankin County and 35% in Flowood—the cumulative effect has placed 
considerable strain on the area’s transportation infrastructure. Concurrent 
commercial development along the Lakeland Drive corridor has further intensified 
traffic volumes. 

To address this congestion, the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
completed a widening project in December 2017, expanding Lakeland Drive from two 
to three lanes in each direction from the MS Hwy 475 intersection to Grants Ferry 
Road—a distance of approximately four miles. MDOT also plans to extend this 
widening project from Grants Ferry Road to MS Highway 471, with design currently 
underway. While these improvements are expected to provide substantial relief, they 
do not address the critical traffic bottlenecks between Old Fannin Road and 
Airport Road. 

The Central Mississippi Planning & Development District (CMPDD) plays a key 
role in long-term regional planning and transportation analysis across the Jackson 
Metropolitan Area. CMPDD maintains a regional traffic model that incorporates 
both existing and planned roadways. A version of Fannye Cook Parkway (FCP) and 
its connector to Treetops Boulevard is already included in the model. 

According to the CMPDD’s projections for 2025, the addition of FCP and its 
associated connector roadways is expected to have a significant positive impact 
on surrounding traffic conditions. Specifically: 

• FCP is projected to carry an Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volume of
approximately 11,000 vehicles.

• Old Fannin Road is expected to see a reduction of roughly 8,000 vehicles
per day, representing a 30% decrease in projected ADT.

• Lakeland Drive, between the Airport Road and Old Fannin Road
intersections, is projected to experience a reduction of approximately 6,000
vehicles per day, or an 11% decrease in ADT.

Additional reductions in traffic volumes are anticipated across numerous adjacent 
roadways, improving overall network performance. Exhibit 4 provides a 
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visualization of surrounding roadway classifications and summarizes key findings 
from the traffic model. 
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CONCLUSION 

Traffic modeling indicates that Fannye Cook Parkway, along with its associated 
connector roadways, will provide Mississippi residents with a much-needed 
alternative route through one of the most heavily traveled and densely populated 
regions of the state—the Jackson Metropolitan Area. These improvements are 
expected to significantly enhance quality of life by easing congestion and offering 
long-term benefits through expanded roadway capacity and multi-purpose trails. 

As with any major infrastructure initiative, challenges related to time, funding, and 
implementation are anticipated. However, we believe the long-term advantages of 
this project far outweigh these challenges. We respectfully request your support for 
federal funding, as this project represents a critical investment in the future 
mobility, connectivity, and well-being of our communities. 
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APPENDIX A: 
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