




Post Office Box 1018 · Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1018 · 601.359.3252 
 

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

   Finance, Chair 

    Energy 

    Insurance 

    Legislative Budget Committee 

    Medicaid 

    Public Health & Welfare 

    Public Property 

    Universities & Colleges    

     

 

 

Mississippi State Senate 
 

SENATOR Josh Harkins 

 
District 20 

Serving Rankin County 

 

 

March 2, 2026 

 

The Honorable Michael Guest 

United States House of Representatives 

450 Cannon HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Guest: 

 

I write to you today in support of the critical drinking water infrastructure improvements needed in the City of 

Flowood, Mississippi. The City of Flowood Master Plan identifies over $73M in needed rehabilitation and 

improvements by 2040. The most urgent project in that Master Plan is the water main along Lakeland Drive, 

from Laurel Park Cove in Dogwood to Riverview Drive near the Pearl River. This water main must be 

replaced to ensure safe and clean drinking water for the residents, hospitals, schools, and businesses that 

depend on the drinking water supply systems in the City of Flowood.   

 

Flowood is home to more than 10,000 residents, but has approximately 12,000 drinking water customers, and a 

service population of 25,000-30,000! The mater main along Lakeland Drive is a critical distribution line that 

serves all hospitals in the City of Flowood, including Merit Health River Oaks Hospital system, Woman’s 

Hospital, Jackson Heart, and more. The City of Flowood is also home to 7 separate school campuses that host 

thousands of students every day and a myriad of businesses and restaurants, all of which depend on the 

drinking water supply systems of the City of Flowood.   

 

Portions of this approximately three-mile water main pipeline are twenty to thirty (20-30) feet deep due to 

earth fill from sediment buildup and highway widening projects. At these excessive depths, leaks cannot be 

detected or reasonably repaired. Furthermore, portions of the water main pipeline are constructed of asbestos 

cement which has become soft and brittle with age, presenting great and costly challenges for repairs and 

perceived health risks. The proposed project will improve Flowood’s water transmission system to meet the 

critical water supply demands and eliminate approximately two miles of 8” asbestos cement water main from 

Flowood’s water supply system and replace it with 12” and 16” water mains.  

 

Without reliable drinking water infrastructure and supply systems, the city loses its ability to provide its 

citizens with a most basic municipal service. I ask that you support this critical drinking water infrastructure 

project that prioritizes the wellbeing of residents, patients, students, employees, and visitors of the City of 

Flowood, ensures a strong infrastructure gateway into Rankin County and will provide safe and clean drinking 

water for decades and generations to come in the City of Flowood. Thank you very much for your 

consideration. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Josh Harkins 

 

JH/rdm  
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