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April 19, 2022 

 

Congressman Michael Guest 

418 Cannon HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Congressman Guest, 

 

I am writing to request your support in receiving funding from the fiscal year 2023 appropriations 

for the City of Starkville. We are committed to transform our downtown Main Street into a premiere 

example of what an SEC university town should be. The distinct advantages that we have as the 

home of the best university in the State of Mississippi and arguably in many categories the best in 

the country must be leveraged into excellence. We only do that when we are the best that we can be 

and this project will be a culmination in how we are perceived and how we move forward.  

 

The project for which the city is seeking funding does just that. Our Board of Aldermen have 

already committed to the project and we have received not just conceptual support but economic 

support from the State of Mississippi and the local economic development authority, Oktibbeha 

County Economic Development Authority (OCEDA).  

 

We have begun the process through the use of a nationally known company, Kimley-Horn, to guide 

us in how best to make the path to the University and back a well-traveled one, that brings our local 

businesses a thriving population of students, faculty and staff as well as drawing other businesses to 

an area that is currently and arguably not at its highest and best use.  

 

I believe that this project will be one that will absolutely alter the face of our downtown and its 

ability to compete with our fellow universities around the south as we work to attract and retain the 

best and brightest to our city. This is a project that sets the tone for our future.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

D. Lynn Spruill 

Mayor, City of Starkville 

 

D. LYNN SPRUILL 
Mayor 

Phone: 662-323-2525 Ext.3100 
Fax: 662-323-4143 
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Mayor’s Office 
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April 8, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Michael Guest 
United States Representative 
3rd Congressional District 
State of Mississippi 
600 Russell Street, Suite 160 
Starkville, MS 39759 
 
Dear Congressman Guest,  
 
I am writing in support of the City of Starkville in its efforts to obtain assistance in funding a 
Main Street redesign and redevelopment project.  
 
It is of great importance to Oktibbeha County and the City of Starkville as its county seat that 
the central business district and the county administration buildings reflect the best of our 
community and its potential. As proof of the value that the Oktibbeha County Economic 
Development Authority (OCEDA), we have committed to a $1,000,000 support of this project.  
 
The proposal that the City of Starkville has for the Main Street corridor will greatly impact our 
ability to attract and recruit businesses, their management teams and their employees to our 
community. A vibrant downtown is a key to the success of any town and especially to a small 
more rural community. 
 
Having a distinct and desirable core to your city is fundamental to those who are making the 
decisions on where to locate their businesses on behalf of their employees and their families. It 
is a recruitment tool that is ranked highly to those who value quality of life and a strong business 
community in deciding where to relocate.    
 

 



As the president of the Oktibbeha County Economic Development Authority, I am requesting 
your positive consideration and support of this project as a valuable tool for the future of one of 
Mississippi’s most relevant small cities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
D. L. Spruill 
President, OCEDA Board 
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April 8, 2022 

Congressional Michael Guest 

3rd Congressional District 

State of Mississippi 

600 Russell Street 

Suite 160 

Starkville, MS 39759 

 

Dear Congressman Michael Guest, 

I write this letter to show my support of the Greater Starkville Development Partnership and to request 

support for Congressional community project funding for Starkville downtown Main Street redesign 

project.  The Mississippi Legislature has seen the impact of this project and has appropriated $1,250,000 

for this development to move forward.  The project will motivate economic development as well as 

benefit current entrepreneurship in Starkville.  

The Main Street redesign project will benefit businesses, residents, and visitors by creating a more vibrant 

and attractive downtown.  The plan allows for increased lighting, enhanced landscaping, and walkability, 

as well as outdoor dining areas for restaurants.  This project and the proposed enhancements will add to 

the sustainability and economic development opportunities for downtown Starkville.  The economic 

impact of a project such as this will increase the quality of life and build on further successes of 

Mississippi’s College Town.  Additionally, the revitalized Main Street will improve the visitor experience 

and enhance Starkville’s destination marketing efforts.  

This redesign plan is critical to our image as home to the College World Series National Champions and 

as one of the Southeastern Conference’s premier destinations. The redesign plan further encourages local 

businesses and entrepreneurs to create a sense of space and belonging, incorporating the many standards 

which can combat Mississippi’s brain drain.  

The overall impact of this project is invaluable for generations to come of all who live, work, and choose 

to visit Starkville: Mississippi’s College Town. Thank you for your consideration of Congressional 

community project funding for Starkville’s downtown Main Street redesign plan. 

Sincerely,  

 

          Rob Roberson 
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April 12, 2022 

Congressman Michael Guest 
418 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20531 
 
 
RE: FY 2023 Community Project Funding Request – Starkville, MS 
 
 
Dear Congressman Guest: 

It is with great pleasure and excitement that we write to you to offer full support for the City 
of Starkville’s application for funding for the Main Street Infrastructure Improvement project 
through the FY 2023 Community Project Funding Request opportunity.  

Rural downtowns are experiencing a renewed sense of importance post-pandemic. As work 
and commuting patterns shift and members of the workforce have more choices with work 
from home options, young professionals, families, and retirees are choosing to live, work, and 
play in communities with a vibrant downtown and ideal quality of life.  

Starkville has invested time, effort, and financial resources into their downtown for years, and 
as a result, private investment peaked, residential development became a reality, and events 
and programming happen regularly to connect residents and visitors with downtown serving 
as their meeting place. 

Now, the City of Starkville has embarked on a new level on investment by aiming to enhance 
the built environment to improve connectivity, walkability, outdoor dining, and overall 
economic vitality. We commend these efforts and applaud the City for embarking on a 
progressive and community-minded project. 

Thank you for considering the City of Starkville application for funding, and we offer our 
strongest support for this project and the successful funding thereof. Please feel free to 
contact me with questions or for additional information at jgregory@retailstrategies.com or 
662.617.1711.  
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jenn Gregory 
President, Downtown Strategies 
Retail Strategies 

 



 
                                                                                        
April 11, 2022 
 
Congressman Michael Guest 
3rd Congressional District 
State of Mississippi 
600 Russell Street 
Suite 160 
Starkville, MS 39759 
 
  
 
Dear Congressman Michael Guest, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Eat Local Starkville to request support for Congressional community 
project funding for the Starkville downtown Main Street redesign project. 
 
Eat Local Starkville operates Restaurant Tyler and The Guest Room on Starkville’s Main 
Street along with Humble Taco and Bin 612 on Starkville’s University Drive leading into the 
Mississippi State University campus. The outdoor dining areas featured in the redesign will 
greatly benefit small businesses such as ours and the improvements in lighting, landscaping 
and walkability will make downtown Starkville a destination for our citizens, students and 
visitors alike. The Main Street redesign will be an integral part of Starkville’s continued 
growth. 
 
The revitalization of Starkville’s Main Street will have a positive impact on the quality of life 
that Starkville has to offer for generations to come, enticing more people to live and play in 
Starkvegas. This project will be a lasting legacy for all involved in bringing it to fruition. 
Thank you for your consideration of Congressional community project funding for Starkville 
downtown Main Street redesign plan.  
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
 
 

Chef Ty Thames 
100 E Main Street 
Starkville, MS  39759 
662.324.8422 
eatlocalstarkville@yahoo.com 
eatlocalstarkville.com 
 

mailto:eatlocalstarkville@yahoo.com
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